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She died alone, lifeless in a taxi taking her home
following o dinner with Lriends,

She died st the age of forty-six, still very beau=
tiful with just a few silver strands in the dark mass of

hair knotted simply at the nape of her neck,

The seccid of Assaata and Givseppe's seven children
{he's & moddst Cecialist bricklayer), Tina Modotti is bom
in Udine in 1596,

She spends the fiwvst years of her childhood Ffolleiws
ing her father, an emigrant, to Austyia, Then, in 1904, Giuw
seppe Modotti returns Lo his homeiand with his family and the
hope of a steady job, Iut, probably thanks to the Seecialist
ideals he's always been a faithful advocare of, he zoon loses
hisz Ysteady job",

At the time, Italy is e ecmnmiéally depressed
country in which an undeniable yeerning for a cultural md
social Rensissance and an evident search for "matimmal®
identity is coupled, in most of the Tegicns, with the most
éimple md dramatic problems of survival s ©f malphabetisn,
of hunger, :

Work is scarce everywhere in the ceuntry and badly
pﬂ’ﬂ at my zrate. The Modutti family is no excepticn., their

econcmic difficulties multiplyiug.



Restless and enterprising, Giuseppe chocses the

route te fmerica like so many of his countrymen.

Alome this time, he settles down in Sar- Froncisco,

As soon asshe finishes elementary school, Tina--
the most sericus, most conscentiocus of the children=--helps
her £amily. Still wesring the checkered apron she wore to
school just a year before, she enters a weaving mill.

By day she works In the large, demp wooms to the
rythn of the Eﬂ?ing looms, In the evening she helps her
mother at home, her veddemed, perennially cut little hands
darning md putting patches on tomm clothes with comscientious
ekill, She takes care of her brothers and éisters and, at
night, when the smailest pile up in her bed trying to find
a little wammth, she patiently puts them to sleep by telling
them fantastic stories shout their distmt father with her
already adult voice,..

She'll continue that havd life without ever kuowing
tha jnj of a child' gzzme, only tasting the flaver od
_humgar, the bite of cold, the respuasibility of knowing
how o give up all nccessities for the smeiler and therefore
needier children me!l she's soventeen: her father has
finally scraped up the small sum needed for a third nlass,.

. gae way ticket to San FProncisco and wants her to join him,



The very beautiful girl with
getting off the boat in America in 1912
ald and probobly doesn't have any dres:

{inly practical problems: £i:
well so the vest of the family can _joiv
in this wonderful country guarsmteeing
:mé_‘-a haad,

Giuseppe Modotti is a good m
Hefs loiown and well considered everyub-
prudent sbout things, seuding home that
ﬁ-:m: allowed hls Lamily co survive deceui.
sacyifice, putting aside onything Yextrs"
the vhele femily eam face what will cexic
better future in this coumtry thit kecps

. Perhaps now, with Tina's arriv

Just one week after her arriv..

Tina is alveady ab work In a factory wii.
one word of Enclish. (What vould she n=-
for, amyway? She doesn't have my fricai-
comments with).
Father and daighter work haro.
They've foumd a large, more il
the Italisn dusrter.
. AL the end of that same ya2:-

Lfamily settles down in California,

ing eyes
. years

Taay, eam
father

»€ over

worker,

nat

great
morrow't
ar

.

‘nelsco,

“wing

[0

wise in

zdotti



oA - e TR e e T T e e g ST o e e Ly
4 s, % AT DR i i 1 4 R o5 e e i A e S e | R R R e
(RRAPA ey o e (LR TSR T P Pl ki o Pt = bl E el

P ke B ket

A

e

But what is dmerica 1like in those dajrs?_ltfs
a lively, domineering country filled with contrasts but
stimulating. 1t's a countyy that'll suffocate you if
you doa*t keep moving; but ab the same Cime it encourages
you, pushes you forward £o make yourself heard, Democrat
Weodrow Wilson has just been elected President, With
his political caution, he tends towerds the economical
stabilization of the country (ithe reduction of customs
toves takes plate during those ysars), promoting all ini-
tisvives tending to consolidate the cconomic empire of such

a vesouree vich coumtyy,

Those are hot years: The secial and cultural "polemich

is boim fur the fivst time in the United States alomg with
the fierce race for money, Lor persomal alllrmation, the
clactment of the fevoclicus “uoney talks®™, ihey ave years
during which debates and discussions have all the enthusiasm
typlesl of neophites,

Tina is attentive, very intelligent and her eyes
are shorp, The silence of so many years has magnified her -
giit for observation, This girl's evolution from the modest~-
ii pobt noaexistent=-culiural hinteriand, Just a few Ms
azo she could barely sign her name in a childish scrawl.
Yet, heve she is now, jotting down clear, cutting notes
with precise hendyriting in good, synthetic Eaglish even

if, when she speaks, she vetains a vaguely exotic accent,




Caly cne yeey has gone by since her arrival in the
United States.
Tina “particlpetes™ in the coumtry's life, She's

up froamt in the factory wniea. She's zone down into the
streets with cther women, pu;-.;h;i.ng the wonen'ts emanclpation
movensit, at the birth of ibs exubsrant ferment,

She keeps on working in the factory and acting
in the naive emigrant theatrical group. But her horizons

wideil. She studies, veads and dieccusses,

In a ramion of young people, she has met & young
mia With @n Inporteni sounding neme: Foubaix de Liibrey Richéy
of Freach-tanadion oxigin. He®s thin, tall, sensitive,
with inteliigent eyes, He paints and writes poetry.

“iie has just leit the factory and works as a dress
maker'in privete homes, This powmits ker to apply herself
more to her studies and be part of 2 completely different
secial ambience than the one she came frem even though sha
keeps o helping her famlly with her profits from worlk,

1917, ‘
Tina has married Roubaix, (Hie friends call him



“Robo", )

They've gone to live in his studio,

The studic consists of a wide, loug voom with tall
windows and a wooden floor, Theve's a wassive heater at the
center of it, Robo's easel end Tina's dressmaker's mannequin
are in fine display next to it, Tina coatinues hey work Mat
home. Theoyoften woik silently, one next to the other, with
the old fashioned phonegraph with its horn zoing, takiag
Puras winding up its handle, Theyfre fond of each other,

It's a quiet, reassuring affecticn for both of them., There
may be no passicn perhaps, but a very deep, precious fecling,

Iﬁ?&ﬂahly, the studic iz crowded in the evenings:
it's a mesting place for poets, painters, wen of literature,
ciuecmatographers.,

- The vicient echo of the Furopean war domineeringly
reaches this "neutral®™ country,  Apd pot that war alone,
Right close te home, in Mexico, Pencho Villa has once again
hurled the revolt sgainst the pro-imerican goverament of
Carranza, _ ' _

The atwmosphere in Bobo and Tina's studio is oftea
heated, The £irst r&mn.-gitatims of a "new"™ are penetrste
it: Schi¥fenberg's music, the photographs of the Demoiselles
Dlavienon of Picﬁésa, the first stories by Joyece, Ezra
Pomd's poems. The yduny inericen intellighenzia breaks up
 into fractious, vivified, Tina drinks up the cultural
) jeamings of her time, participates in the social movements



sprouting up like mushrooms in the period of the "Great War,

discusses face to face with the young, starving libertarians
crowding Lubo's studio,

Sha¥s not shy nor is she arvozant, Tina is severe
ead open minded. She's self confidente=if that's how we can
put it—-shout her Yzood will%: a good will that is ever more*
equal to culture smd gives birth to ideas and idealisms.

she secks some form of a.:pressim; vhatever it may
e, She Iries to burst cut of her cucoon amd tuwm into what

she wmeopnsciously knows she slxeady is.

| Together with a couple of screenwriting friends,
she once went te Hollwwood,

Thies suburb of Los Angeles was bom but a while ago.,
ik*s cﬂ:a.ly had a name for ten yeavs, Here the independent
£1lm kers are fightine thety couragsous battle against the
American cinematographic trust, It's an ideal place thanks
to ifs climate. It's well worth it to try md defest the um~
contrasted domination of the New¥srk firms dictating lews
both arowmd the market and around the creative production
ofi the authors of this new art, _

Ay foming a cooperstive, a nodest w:u.ety, the
filmakers are attempting to make use of all this. The fivst
r&ntion picture studios have started to graw-timidly-at

Livst, ihis seems €o weally be the year Chey can cry out



victory if Cecil B, De Mille, the rising star of American

Cinema, has decided to not pay any attention to Few Yori
aid come right here, to Los fngeles; to make "The Cheaps,
Tina 18 cuvicua shour every ikind of expers ence;
ehe has auctmpmied her £1imalcey friends to an appointment
il a motion picture studio,
The result is that, while her friends? screenplay’
is vefused, Tina is asked to test foy » part in a £ilm,
' She accenty almost as a Joke, to nct he impolita
to her friends who introduced heyr to the director, The
test is g Crivmplh,
Eﬂ-Tiﬂa makes her debut in cinema; not whith »
small role, but as the itagonist of the mose pepular
gtar of the pericd,

an

Tets o stratige chapter inm Tins Hodotlity SCory.

Sincere and passionare, wmable to Lompronise in
&y way, Tina gives herseif Lo ber new profession With
typically Italian EEI'.;.O’-.J:SHEHE. Inntberrmw!s, she tries £o do
. the best she can, continuing to cultivate herself md her
Guel mind., At the same Cime, she camnot help but be partially
proud of the success gha wilailingly chiains With ner roles,
1o see them now, the £ilms that made Modotty a star-="The
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Tiger With The Fiery Eyes=-certainly make us smile, _
Steveotyped Spanish, Italian or Mexican roles completely
ezploiting hey cweet and, at the same Cime, aggressive
beauty? Bub this was the cinems of those times.- It told
‘simple stories and filled the screen with batting eyelashes
and rich secs md costumes.

At any rate, success=-even if so great and, let's
admit 1!:,; so well p_aiﬂ-——was not what Tina aspived for,

" ALL she heas o do is catch a glinpse of othey
possibilities of expression snd Hollywood, the ligihs,the
govns, the popularity; the applause, the certain wealti.,
all of it could be forgotten without regrets,

Could she have made il: to greatness in cinema?l
CerCainly! The short road she traveled was without £laps:
her talent--thouglh raw~-iz beyond doubt and theo,..she's
g0 besutiful,, -

Yet Tina simply turned her back on Rollywood;
perhaps b-::c:{use in so 1ittle tige {iz:'s 1321) Holiywood has
already chenged so much, Hut the, so has the world facing
the depressicg after the Great War, Perhaps because that
Kind of expression pexr se did not succeed in fully
satisfying her, : .

Perhaps because she prefers Robo. ind Robols
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friends,
Oy perhaps because tenight, a slender character
has come to Nobo's studie along with the others (they never wanted
Co move and the heater in the middle of the room is still the
culy veally warm spet in the whole place). Hels a professicnal
photographer; but a photographer that has nothing in common
with his Hollywood-tvpe colleagues. His name is Edward
Weston, He's merxried; the thirty-five year old fsther of four,
and has but cue passion: photonraphy,..but a kind of photo=
grophy wideh is #n artistic expressiou: observation, expression,
@ image nd nok an dllustration. Tadlmiges too...It's waderniable
«robut at the service of imspizstion, in search of e "idea",
Wpuld Tina, the great actress accept to pose without
malke up md lights, without feathers mmd sequins for this

type of photographt

1821,

Tina has become a passicnate fan of photography,
And--with Weston's guidance--she's moved from the occasiocnal
role of "model” to behind the camera., She's tumed down the
last appetizing Hollywoed offsr: that “half® expression
doesn't interest her maymore, sha doem't want to feel like
an "object™ in auymne else's hands anymore, She doesn't
like to appear the symbol of vain, eapty beauty. Cn the
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contrary, she catches sight of the possibility of "ereatind’
her own images and developing her owm "id" aid her oun
critieal sense throush ber images,
fFor the first time during this period parthaps, she
‘has neglected Robo. Tut Robo widerstands. And he was the
fivst oue, and not by chance, to contribute to the Memanclpavibn'
of his wife, '

Sensitive, intellipent, understanding, " kobo Wantg
to do more: he wmts o lesve her plenty of space, |

That's why he accepts a transfer to Mexico, invited
by Ricardo Somes Robelo {the Director of the Hew Department
ef Fine Arts in Mexico).

This time it's Tina who doesn't wmderstad, Her hus
band's departure feels like a betrayal to her..,almost blacimail,
Why, now that she feels she has fomd her oun way, does Robo
prefer to abandon her? '

Rebo sweetly reassures her: it's just the opposite.
He's sure Ting has fownd hay way. Hefs suve Tiune mist remain
in Americs now. He's sure his presance would hurt her and
that's why he made the decision, On the other hand, it's
certainly not @ sepavation: Tina will Jjoen hin, sowi. Very
soon, '
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lexico is a marvelous country. The nakbure, the

people are subline,,.@d there's constant fewvments the
fexment to ba fomd in a counbry just biconing,revendicating
ts rights, being bom... ) .

Robo writess "rhis conmiry is capable of wmdepe
standing, This country is capable of Ziving a space to whosver
wanls Lo express himself freely. A new art is truly being
bom here. And this 1s a cowmtry in vhich an artist can. bloom
alons with it "

¥es, Tina will join hiw sows. Very sowm.

Weston has fallen in love with Tiaa,

snd perhaps she feels tha same way,

AL this point, Tina hesitates no icager,

she's o3 the train. she's packed hex bags, has
said goodbye to Weston, She's joinins har husbend in Msxica,

Yhey hand her a telegram on the train.

Robo 15 dead: he caught smzllpox,

Besperate, shaelll just be'in time to asconpany
him to the cemetery, _

She then decides to settle dowm in Mexico,

She's all alone now,

She piteously, sweetly goes back over the routes
her husband already Eraveled. Tavough his eyes, she looks
at this comiry, It rominds hap quite a blt of her cowmtry -
of origin. She makes coutacis, '
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Timidly st first, she starts to snap photographs
of places she wants Lo remember...

Remember or interpret...bring to the knovledge
of others?

Decause, Tina has made up her mind: Eobo was vight,
In this cowmtry, there is "space", In this comtry at birth,
vae can be born. In this country, you're permitted to

participate,

1824,

She. has come inte contact with the Mmcaﬂ-artiats
and the art of the moment: Siguexiros; Vasconcelos, Diego
Rivera...theze are her frieads, ;

The intellectuals exiled from Central and Southern
fmerica often find vefuge in her always crowded home.

she has organized a show of Weston's photographs,

Fefinitively vridding herself of her natural and
instinctive shysess (how much easier it is to show off ne's
face; oma's body tha cne's own ideas!) - she herself speuks
in the first person today, expresses opinions cuk Loud,

Weston has finally become Couragecus, Pistence
has evidantly heightened his feelings for Tina, -

- Just cne year has passed when Weston decides to
~leave his wife~~even though he does not make the separbtion
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officisl with a divorce-~and join Tina in Mexico, He
therefore leaves the States with the excuse of o Ustudy
vacabion® end takes his eldest son; fourteen year old Chand

ler, with hin,

nee he joins Tina, ke dacides to be clear, &t
ieast In the eves of his scn.
ALl tihiree of them settle dowm in Tacubaya, a countryish
suburb about 40 miles from Mexico city. ¥
With what's lefcover from her Hollywood careey, Tina
has rented a ten room hacieada lcoking out over a huge pat-ia
Ercm which there's asplendid view of snow cepped Popocateptl,
Weston'ts Fizst nonths are a kind of tervibly sweet
vacation. They wander arownd in picturesqie areas without
pre=cstablished itinerarics., They linger in interminable
dedls in pobive mavkecplaces, taste exotic food, get in
touch with the cowtry through the most humble people...
The bacienda {s often brightly 1it in the eventags.
in fact, Tiua's new friamds (Xavier Gaeﬂem; iiego
Rivera, Jean Charlot, ete.) love to Join the couple as soon
as they cen. Therels never wine iacking, Nor are music,
the warn sense of bBospitality, brillimt intelligence or

opent minded conversation ever miszing, .
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Tina spesks fluent Spanish., That's why Weston
(who barely chews a fow words) never leaves her side, In
this way Lo alszo satisfies his comstitutional jealousy,

Tis son Clumdler become very fond of ad very
famlliar with his father's lover sud you can often sse them
lﬂufhiﬂg tozether, accomplices without prcblems. -

Perheps these iew mouths in Tacubaya are the cnly

Wosmpe parenthesisY i Tinals l1life, 4
E T :

The mentey is about Lo rva oui,

They have to roll up their sleevos @nd start work-
ing sericusly.

And, natuwelly, have to leave the hacieada,

They move to Maxico City; in a much more modest
house which, nonetheless, has a large tervace up m the
woul.

The friendly veupilons continue Jn their house.Unly
now the guests bring thelr cwm bottles of wine, tortillas
md teq&ili;,

Tina is increasingly, conscieatiously interested
in the soclal and political probleoms of Mexico,

The eowiivy iz in a paripd of exhalting activity.
Adrt, for exsmple, has become a common subjeet, Art eand 1
archeological schools are organized in streets and squares
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for childvren, adulls, Indians snd half breeds taking
conscience around Cheir owm artistic and cultural histery
and their yoles as park of it all,

AL this point, @ ideclogical fracture comes
between Tina and Veston: a fracture visible even in their
photographs. Weston's are "artistich; Tina's are more
precisely "social®, _

Like all fine /mericans, Weston is constitutionally,
biologically notwyry politicized, tTina instead temds to
rabionalize hier own emotions and considers politics the only
carvier of soclzal progress, whalcver it may be, |

Weston picika up the coler, the folklore of Mexico,
Tina melkes = effort to wmderstand its problems and share
then, '

The constant coatact with Lavier Guerrero is of
extreme importance for hey formation in this moment, He's
a half breed painter friend of Rivera mmd a Commmist
activist who was supposed to zbmdon art in faver of polities
during that period to become cne of the diveoctors of the
Cormumist newspeper "E1 Machets", A very handsome mem of
fexr words, intelligent, true to "his" cause with a rare
gpirit of abnigation, Xavier is the first political
teacher Tina has ever had.

' Tina mnd Veston continues theély cormoen activity
but their physical relatiocnship becomes weaker amd slowly
dissapates, y



Weston has another lover.

Tina is overcome by Guerrero's overpowering fascination,
But the Viphysical” speavation between the two of
_ rthﬁﬁ takes place "naturally®, without drama. .

Weston vwetums to the United States for longer and
lenger periods of time. '

Tinta clutches wa to Mexico as if her most intimate
roots veally came from that country, ‘

she always dresses very cimply, casually, iablue or
black, Sometimes; she even dares to wander avound the city
in blue jeans.

She toc has become a Party activist. She collaborates
with the paper YEl Machete" in every kind of rﬁle,pﬁntugraphet
or simpiy as translator from English to Italian.

She tazlkes photographs for Looks "idols Behind Altars™,
dnita Bremer's masterpiece destinzd to have a considerable
succesg=~illustrated as we said by the beautiful photographs
Tina had taken.). She coatinues to have shows of her photo=
graphs from time o time, But peclitics and her social
involvement take up most of her time.

she lives aluue in a tiny apartment rxight behind
the imwense Cathedral sgaare, She has sporadic intimate en e :
counters with Guerrerc whoe rvespects her, is fond of H&r,
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attracted to her but doesn't wat tﬂ- be involved in a "love
story". _

She keeps on writing to Weston (fyom time to time he
joins her in Hexice for brief pevicds, but their relaticnship

is merely cne of deep friendship and respective esteem).

June 1925,

itfs late in the evening.

'“.;ma* iingered wo in the office of Gomez Lorenzo,
divector od ME1l Machete®., . ;

Together theytve finishing en article that absoiutely
has to go to press tm.q;ht. Thevire tived and 21l sbsorbed
in their common task when Juolio Antonio Mella enters ghe
cffice, He's & young Caban activist very well knowm among
Mexicon Commmunists for his ardent courage, for his easy and
coavineing way of speaiting. for his innste fighting spirit:
it zot him expelled from Cuba end the (nifed States where he
had promoted a fiery defense campaign for Anarchists Sacco
and Vanzetti. '

¥ella is not yet thirty, He's tall, dark and very

" handsome,

Tonlght he came to see Gdmez Lorenzo £o ask him

‘ 4f he can staythere in the newspaper offices for the night:

they've thrown him out of his house because he hasn't
paid the rent, On the other hand, it's a well known fact
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politicel actidiy isn't very profitable,

They spend the night tegether=-all three of thems==
drinizing and télling each other of their experiences, their
1ives,

Julio takes Tina home at dam,

They remain at her front door, talking.
Then Julio enters.

This timn-it'a_lﬁve for Tina, -

Intense months. Love. rullness of lifew=phygically,
emotionally, idiologically together, A magic pericd,

dhey travel Mexico from one end to the other, write,
discuss, ;

‘Hells has the instinct of the "leader'. He becomes
quite popular, so much so he's the object of threats,

Zut he doesn’t become cautious. True politics don't

lkrow caution,

16 January, 1229, Evening.

Melia comes Cearing into Gomez Lorenzols office,
He's curious to see one of his articles Just off thg_pregaas-
and wat to toke the first copy of "EL Machete" to Tina who
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has not read the article and is walting for him at the Post
Office, Mella is late. Refore joining Tina he has to go
to 2 bazr vhere he has accepted to meet with another Cuben
exhile, Joal Hagrifia, who has said he knows about a plot
Mellia is suppesed to be the victim of, -

_ Jomez Lorenzo tries to talk Mella out of geing to
the appointment and o i-rs to go in his stead, Lately, the
lives of active Communict members have been in geriocus danger.
-'lme*“e have been attespts made on the newspaper oifices then=
selves and mysterious personal aggressions,

Mella laughs, He's mot afiaid, He knows Magrina
very wells he's a small feaxrful man always Crying to get
himeelf 2 free lunch or dinnerx, 1hnight he'll fail because
iella Lias promis sed Tine a dimaer for two, with candlelight
perhapse

He's met Magrina at the bar and got away with two
becrs and a sendwich.

Fow he tells Tina about it, laughing. She's nexrvous
because of the long walt,

Ttfs eleven o'clock at night. The city traffic is
still very mmimated, the streets f£illed with peoople, -
| Mella brought a bottle of already r:hilled wine with
‘him so he might be :nrglveﬂ ior being so late,



scandal,
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They head towords home just a few lumdred meters
away, | '

Mella causally tells Tina about his meeting with
Magrifia, but he's evasive: Magrifials infamatim,he.aays,
18 vagia... totally wimportant,

They're at the front door. Mella is hit by two
shot that perforate his stomach md his left shoulder,

- penetrating his chest. He manages to stagger up © fow steps

and then grashes Co the ground, breoking his lefi ara,

He doesn't die »ight away, loses s great deal
ok blood,

During the trip in the ambulance towards the hos-
pital, propped vup in Tina's arms=-she can't cry-<he says
the assassvinstion attenpt is Magrifals work together with
his political adversaries,
' They attempt to operate on him.

But al two-ififteen in the moming, Mella dies,

But Tina is not allowed to isolate herself in her
pain, ' '

The Mella case inmediately becomes a matter of

The Right takes possession of the Umeaty™ asp&ct
ef the case. Tina is expased to a real moral lynching so
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that her tzstimony becomes less wvalild,

The vight wing psper "L'Excelsiorf=-organ of its
party~-publishes one article alter the other on the YItaliaa's
lover®, Rer relaticoship with Weston, the relatioaship with
C,J.E:re*‘u -{m:mt_ia 2 _some months befove to the Soviet Union)
anid wii:?* whom Tina has kept on ﬂxchans?ing letters, are
brought inteo if, .

Tina is presented to the petit bourgois mentality
end pablic opinion as a "losse womsn for polit‘ical_. agitators .M

Tina is ordered to Court, She defends herself
courageously against aomexistent orimes...mesnwhile Magrifia
is freed for lack of evidence. The investigation is shelved
md everything is reduced to a nere two pamy scandalistic
stoxy. |

The defense their same friends, the mcubers of
the Party carry on for Tina md Mella himself is congidered
ta hipar"is.au.

And the cnce hospitable country starts' to bum
wider Ting's faset: shels considered an increasingly less

desivesbie zuest.

The Mexicm political involution is taking place.
The Right is patiently taking over, Tina starts
tp consider her expulsion £rom the country very possible if
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not inevitable, . :

The artists keep an helping her, The Pari’:ljr members
do what they cmn,

Rverda coursgecusly "*‘I*-"*iw" organize a lsarge
entholozical show of her phiotosranhs, Even timuuh there
are some wnpleasant incidents of a scandalistic flaver »
the show is a grest sucecess. But the work shels paid for
becomes more snd more gcurce because her name has become
a dengerous ona;

Finally, the cxpulsion decree from Mexico arrives,

She cm't retm to the United States where her
politicel ideas make her mytﬁing but desireable,

The Jtalizn Fmbassy she tumms to offers her = visa
to vementer Italy (if she doeswot leave it again), Itls
a senseless offer if we consider Tina is officially a member
of the Commmist ParLy gublawed in Italy frum Hovember of
1226, .

she's still considering which route to take when
she's arrested with the accusation of having made an attempt
a the life of the new Hexicm Presideat, Ortiz Rubio,

| The accusati Oon is absolutely vidiculous: Tina

daesn‘t: hwe the mentality or the capacity, nor the ideals

Oor a Cerrorist,
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She's the first to laugh at such sn unsustainable
imputation, Bot one thing becomes terribly clear: she ca
ne longer remain in Hexico, dnd, if she's fought up Lo then

because her expulsion be cancelled, she must now inevitably

Crose her arms,

Theylve réh‘:aserﬁ her with a "o evidence to -
proceed” after thirteen days of prison and senseless
_interrogations, But they've given her only two days to pack
up éand leave.

Accompatied by her old friends, Tina leaves Mexico.

She sailé from Vera Cruz on Februsry 25, 1930.

_ The "Edam", the ship Tina's traveling on, touches
many povts: Tampico, llew Oxleans, Havans, Vigo, Conaia,
Eouiogie Sur Mer md, finally, Rotterdem,

The trip-~Tina writes Weston==could alsc be
interesting 1f Tina wasn't watched while on board, without
permissicn to leave the ship,

The Crip lasts a month and a helf,

_ But therels another surprise waiting for Tma when
ﬂhe gets to Totterdam., The Dutch govemment won't let her
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debaric whille the Italimm Imbassy asks for her immediate
extradistion into lussolini's italy, ; _

A movement of eolidarity springs up among the Duteh
vorliers who underwrite a defense petition for Tina and moke
up a collection ©o pay a lawyer who can legally tzke care of
her interests, '

Tine is allowed teo debark in Nolland, but for wly
e day. At ay rate, the Lawyer has succeeded in obtaining

hewt be extradicted to «taly. Thatfs a major victory
in itself,

Her ﬁarty compamions finally manage to obtain
& Germaa visa for her,

Tina avvives in Berlin en April 1@, 1914

It's the econiomic depression Berlin (following
the American dissster in 1929} Tina finds before her eyes:
4 hard, not dirvectly hostile city but in which it's guite
difficull to make ane's way,

AL fivst.she found hospitality with a couple,the
De Witts, friends she met in Mexico znd who have always
been in touch with her thanks to a mutual passion for pho=
_tography.

Tina naturally lives under a false name and has neo
pelitical activity or ﬁantact. The German political situation
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fg=-at the Cime-~{he e we all know.

Tina is lmown a8 an American photographex, She uses
her kisbad®s nass, In hey correspuadence she also remains
rery ceabicast she's alse afraid eof causing some problems
for hor very kind hosts.

She tries to inseri herself in work Kield agzain
but 1ds not eaay., There is no photogrepher's association in
Cermany, Supplies are terribly expensive and the possibility
of working an cne's oum Danntives is very Taves |

Hotwithstanding :ﬁis, Tina maiages Lo make coniacts
and, above -siil, to bocome fapdliar with the amszing photo~
ECIPLLC CEDeTiolces o her overseas 1m11£:a'r.gues.

A wvery £amous woman photographer, Lotte Jacobi,
even monagss Lo orgenize a show of Tina's Mexican photographs:
the only broasure she hag mafiaged €o take with hex from Yhor®
country,

Meawhile, the Hazi cliwb to power is in Eull develop
meneg,

Tina's position is morve and more critiesl,

Vittorio Vidali {originally from Trieste,already
a Commmist activist in the United Stetes and them in Mexico,

now a menber of the Soviet Umion Cownmnist Party) intervenses

‘Wikh his help aznd obtains aa expatriatioun in the Soviet Union

for her.
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Tina arvives in Voscow in Octeber of 1230,

Under the suidsnce of Vittorio Vidali she enters the
Party School mad becomes a member of the Intematicnal Red.
Rescue {(she had alrendy bowr o member of i€ in Mexico).

She writes to Veston--and it's the ilast letter she’il
eyer write her friende-thal she's Lliviecg en Yentively" znew and
extremely intevesting life.™

Shets put in touch with ths expomens of the
flourishing Sovist film industyy, with the eupert photogmxaphsrs
af Germ: derivation who hove pushad their techmiques o yeal
masterpiecas of atyle. Ever Eisemstein, whe is prepaving

¥

“ue W, Hesico® admires md studies hey works.
| " The sozething suddenly changes. Put what?

Photography doca:'t intercst her anymore,

Or perhrps ifls Vidali vho survounds her with a
different structure.

She has gotten to the point of selling her beloved
camera. she definitely gives hevsell to politics as humbly -
as a modest approntice., She forgets her past life, her work,
art and she tuxns herscelf over Lo idealogical battles it
with the humility of someane whoe has been converted. She
enters the Party School,

We don’t know much ebout her 1ife during those
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YOars,

She's Vittorio Vidali¥s lover, ind Vidall is a
very i?;f;‘i;tefii::l:’.ﬂ- character, He's too political to be compleately
reconstyvected cven though he'ls zlive or half alive-=lucid
even In oid age,

All we know of him Ls that he traasferred to 'Spain
wiigh the Cpeaish Republic was proclaimed (1931) and that
he worked a great desl in this comtry and outeide i, That's
wiy Vidoil peesered his woman so she would be a perfect
partier,..a Ylong are™ of his,

He certainly Mused" Tinza f£or hils sceret missious,

md Tina cevtainly wmust have kuown about it, Parkl
cipated intimately in his work,

Buz the work was very “delicate™, There ave feow,

vapue nows wntil 1934, Then we find her in Parvis, France,

She's still in coatact with the Soviet Unicn
thraugh the Red Lescue she's a part of along with Vidali;
Under the name of Curlos Contreras, he's erganizing the Pogular
Frent in S;Eain, Tina works as an interpreter and trunslator,
organizes styikes and demonstratioas.

From Cine to time she manages to join Vidali in
. Spain teoo., But she's left no trace of her trips, of her
"misdons®™ which are certainly very "reserved®,



‘Finally, in 1935, she definitely joins Vidali in
Spain for good. '

e find her werking tirclessly in the Worker's
wospitel in Madrid, in the wvery heert of the Civil Uar. The
hospital has been abandmed by the Fascists.

vidal: is lesding the Fifth Column, Tina--who's
kwown In Spain with the simple name YMariaf~=is part of the
troops. ;}ﬁa'humbly' works as a nurse, as & Lood carrier;but
1t?s Tina who srgevizes aid for the womded and the missing
as a protagonist, In the meaatime, she writes articles

for the Red Rescue weelkly "Ayuda.

1937.

Shets in Valeneia for the Defensc of Culturce
Agalast Fasclsm Cenpress along with Pablo Heruda,. André
Malrauox, Silvestre Revueltas, Amlica Avenal De Siqueires,
end Juan de 1la Cabada... .

Then, cace again humbly, couragecusly in the midst
of war, st the front or behind the lines, teking care of
the wounded.

ilp to the last mement., Up to the last breath.

Up to the disastrous iinsle of that war.
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There she is, cne of the thousands of political
refupees, leaving Frace with a perfectly false passport
declaving she is Camen Raiz Sanchez,..a Spanish women, This
way she can leave France to zo to Hexico where Carics Contreras
alias Vittoric Vidali has slready sought amd found refuge,

She liands in Vera szﬁpm’.l 19, 1932, ten years
-aff:m:r:- hier expatriation from Mexizo,

The comizy she finds upon her retumn is very
giiferent fyom CLhe one she left, |

Itts a cowatry that hes known ﬂ.t:her palitic&l
toraents and is only now searching for a dinmension and a
balamce of its Py
Tina is tired,

She lives with her msn who is stilil paiiﬁicallg.r
invoived, )

But she is tired,

She bought auother comera. She does the illustrations
' for 2 Dovk en Mexico: nostelgic pictures filled with
mebalcijolia, elmost as if she now wanted to commmicste g
kind of weasoned resignation threoupgh those images.
| ot that she's distracted, not that she doesal't
still believe in the ideals she's always believed in, It's
Just that there are so many wounds aud she need to go off
by herself a bit and let them heal, .
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Right, _

Barely a yeer has passed since she managed te havas
the decrse of her exoulsion from Mexico so mjh}f yeaxrs belore
carcelled, |

- md bhEt Logally been Tina Modottd for only a yeor
TLOWe i [ = .

She's Himingﬁwith friends tonight. Thevtve dimmk
well and eaten even better, The atwosphere is sersne, raluned
aad friendly,

Carlos Contreras went hose before her. He had o

ariicie o finish, -

She preEL sved to remain for a vhile. The evening
is so pleasant. Theve's a young boy playing the puitar,..zod
the faces of friends, the words of friends, mm,' it's really
late, Tina decides teo leave almost sadly.

They've called a taxi for her,

She dled alone, lifcless in a texi taking her
home following 2 dimer with [riends, :

the died at the age of forty-six, still verxy
 beautiful with just a fm gilver stronds in the darn: mass
_of hair knotted smly at the nepe of her neck,
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TOmoOTTow, Weruda will write on her tomb, covered
with Moxican flowers:

Furo es tu Jdules nombre,
. Pura es Ly fragil vidda..



